





















































Cruua Kaponaxe Munana Badie uuju je ayiiop bpanko Tanasesuh

Sketch of Milan Vapa's Paper Mill by Branko Tanazevic

Tpasa je 3eneHnja y tyhem asopuuty. Hosek 6exu 13 Kynyka cBojux Hagara Kiura je nposop 3a
ynasak y XVBOT ApYyruXx .

- YoBek je MawlTa. — peKao je jegaH neead. - Octasio je MajMyH.
Brubnmnoteka je MecTo mMauTe.

Huwwta He npowwmpyje coby 1 rpas Kao bubnmnorteka.
Be3 6nbmoTeKe YOBeK je Tpcka Koja He MUC/IN.

Maxabxapara Kaxe:

AKo Uaxmwueo crywaiie Ha Kpajy heilie HocaiGu HEKo gpyiu.
Kjepkerop je ogbujao n /bybas 1 60rarcrtso.

[ajttie mu cwpacHu ocehaj HoleHyUjanHoCU. — 3aXTEBAO je.

BrubnoTeka je MecTo NoTeHLNjanHOCTH.

Angpuh je >keneo fa nuLLe o YyecHOM (heHOMEHY 03/paB/betba. BpegHOCT Kibura ce MoXaa Mepy
HEHUM [0NPYHOCOM 03[PaB/bEHY.

Bubnnoteka je Eckynanos LOM.
3a bopxeca paj, 3a Ekoa bor, bubnnoteka je mecto Hagonaseher otkpuha.

XeMWHrBej je pekao:
Hactwoj ga Hatuwew HajucuHuimujy peueHuuy 3a Kojy cu cocodaH.

E cag 3ammnciinte KOMKO je y TOj n3ropenoj bubnmoteum 6uno UCTMHa, YHUBEP3a/THMX U OHKX Koje
Cce 0JHOCe Ha Hac.

Pykoiiucu He Tope nspacra y credo quia absurdum.



NekoBu cy wm3ropenun. MNpo3opu cy mnsropenn. MoTteHumjaiHOCT je usropena Metamopdiose cy
nsropene. Matuta je ympna 1 MajMyH je Tpujymdosao.

HapogHa 6rnbnnoteka Cpbuije je otBopeHa 6. anpwna 1973, Ha roavibnuy 6ombapaosarbka.
Mosozfom 06HOBE, AHAPE Manpo HaM je NMOK/IOHMO PYKOMUC CBOje Kibure O MNrkacy. ToM NpUankom
je Hanucao:

Y cygOunu eawe budnuotieke, sugum cygouHy Hapoga KoMe cy Kynidypa u cnodoga jegHo.

Oprtera 1 [aceT je NPMMETVO Aa BOMETU HEKY CTBApP 3HA4M CBUM Culama HacTojaTt Aa oHa nocToju
Yak 1 Kaf He noctoju. OHO LWTO BOMMO, acouypamo ca BPeAHNM 1 BeYHUM cTBapuma. Muwyhm
0 Tpaymm OCTaB/baMO OTLLKPMHYTa Bpata [a KpPo3 MyKOTVMHY NpoApe CBETNOCT. XXennumo Tparegujy
[la npetsopvMO Yy nobeny. C jefHe cTpaHe TO je HaMBHO jep je eceHumja MHOIMX »XMBOTa HecTasia
y nnameHy. Ca gpyre cTpaHe, Mackan je pekao fa ako cy LwaHce ga bor n cmucao nocroje jegaH
Hanpama feceT, OH 61 ce 1 Jasbe Knaamo y Taj jefiaH MocTo, jep je y TOMe CBa Halla Haja.

Bragumup lMNuwrano

EIGHTY YEARS SINCE THE BURNING OF THE NATIONAL LIBRARY OF SERBIA IN BELGRADE

On 6 April 1921, an initiative to build a library at Kosanci¢ev venac was launched. On 6 April 1941,
the library was destroyed. In the first two airstrikes, the library was bombed with conventional bombs.
The building suffered damages but was not yet destroyed beyond repair. In the third airstrike, aer-
oplanes approached from the direction of the Great War Island and dropped a load of incendiary
bombs. The library burned for two days. Around 500,000 books were destroyed, along with 1,424 Cy-
rillic manuscripts and charters dating from the period between the 12th and the 14th century, a col-
lection of maps and graphic art containing 1,500 items, 4,000 magazines, 1,800 newspaper titles,
as well as an insufficiently-studied collection of Turkish documents on Serbia, incunabula and early
printed books and entire correspondences of prominent figures from the domain of culture and po-
litical history of Serbia and Yugoslavia. Personal collections belonging to Vuk Karadzi¢, Dositej Ob-
radovi¢, Bura Danici¢ and Janko Safarik were also destroyed. All library inventories and catalogues
were lost, as well as books in multiple languages covering a period of almost 1,000 years. The burn-
ing of the National Library of Serbia in Belgrade may be the single most notorious crime committed
over cultural heritage in the Second World War.

Caliph Omar is usually referred to as the destroyer of the Library of Alexandria, but the Coptic
Christian Pope Theophilus of Alexandria and Caesar (who destroyed 40,000 scrolls) are rarely men-
tioned in this context. The first library fire-raiser was Chinese emperor Qin Shi Huang. He is remem-
bered as the ruler who burned almost all books of his time and began the construction of the Great
Wall. He was the first but not the last ruler who burned books and built walls. The National Library
of Serbia was set on fire on personal request by the man who called Gavrilo Princip a fanatic. Hit-
ler entrusted Alexander Lehr with this task because Lehr had already been successful in annihilat-
ing Warsaw.



beoipag Heiiocpegro HakoH Oombapgosara 6. u 7.
aipuna 1941. iogune

Belgrade shortly after the Nazi bombardment, 6—7th of
April 1941




Throughout the entire history, humankind has had an insatiable desire to read. In the Middle Ages,
the Bible was worth as much as an entire house. Aside from Diderot’s Encyclopaedia, the library is the
most democratic project | know of. In it, there is no such thing as the notion of something belonging
to someone else.

The grass is always greener in someone else’s yard. Humans run away from the forced labour of
their hopes. A book is a window to the lives of others.

In the words of a singer:
A man is his imagination. Without it, we are but monkeys.

The library is a place of imagination.

Nothing can enrich a room or a city like a library.
Without it, man is but a brainless reed.
Mahabharata said:

If you listen carefully, at the end you'll be someone else.
Kierkegaard refused love and riches.
Give me the passionate sense of the potential, he demanded.

The library is the abode of the potential.

Andri¢ wanted to write about the wonderful phenomenon of healing. The value of books can, per-
haps, be measured by their contribution to healing.
The library is Asclepius’ home.

The library is the place of emerging discovery. Borges calls it paradise, Eco says it can replace God.
Hemingway said:
All you have to do is write one true sentence. Write the truest sentence that you know.

Now imagine how much truth, both universal and peculiar to us, there was in the library that was
reduced to ashes.

Manuscripts do not burn is transformed into a credo quia absurdum.

Medications burned. Windows burned. The potential burned. Metamorphoses burned. Imagina-
tion died and the monkey triumphed.

The National Library of Serbia was re-opened on 6 April 1973 — the anniversary of the bombard-
ment. On that occasion, André Malraux gifted us with the manuscript of his book on Picasso. He
wrote, “In the destiny of your library, | see the destiny of the people to whom culture and freedom
are one”.

Ortega y Gasset noted that to love a thing means to strive to make it exist, even if it doesn’t. We
associate what we love with the valuable and the eternal. By writing about trauma, we leave the door
ajar for light to come in through the crack. We would like to transform the tragedy into a victory. On
one hand, that’s naive because the essence of many lives vanished in the flames. On the other hand,
Pascal said that if the chances that God and meaning exist are one to ten, he would still bet on the
one per cent, because that’s where all our hope lies.

Vladimir Pistalo
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AyTOp 13N10)K6€e n3paxkasa 3axsaHOCT [ipykaBHOM apxusy Cpbuje, Apxusy Jyrocnasuje, BojHom
apxuey, Apxusy CAHY, Victopujckom apxusy Beorpaga, /ctopujckom apxvey y KpyLuesLy,
JyrocnoBeHcKoj KuHoteuu, ®uaMckum HoBocTuMa, HapogHom My3ejy y beorpagy, Victopujckom
my3ejy Cpbuje, Mysejy Jyrocnasuje, Mysejy rpaga beorpaga, Mysejy Ba3fyxonnosctsa, BojHoM
my3ejy, PakynteTy my3nuke ymeTHOCTU y beorpagy, bubnuoteum rpaga beorpaga, Penybnmykom
3aBOJly 3a 3aLUTUTY COMEHMKa KyNnType, 3aBoAy 3a 3alTUTy CoOMeHVKa KyType rpaga beorpaga
ny camoj HapogHoj 6ubnnoteum Cpbuje Ha npuanum fa o6asu UCTpaxkusarwa, kao 1 Ha rpahu
YCTYN/bEHO] 3a N3NTOXOY.

Takohe, ayTop 3axBasbyje Ap YM Hukonu PagocasbeBuhy, ayTopy nocraBke, Kao 1 opraHunsa-
Topuma n3noxoe MupjaHn Cumocku, BojaHy ApbytnHu n [ywaHy 310KoAMuM Ha LONpPUHOCY
HEHO] YCreLLHOj peanusaumnjn.

Author of the exhibition wishes to express his gratitude to the State Archives of Serbia,
Archives of Yugoslavia, Military Archives, Archives of the Serbian Academy of Sciences and
Arts, Historical Archives of the City of Belgrade, Historical Archives in KruSevac, Yugoslav
Cinemateque, Films News Documentary Film Archives, National Museum in Belgrade, His-
torical Museum of Serbia, Museum of Yugoslavia Museum of the City of Belgrade, Air Force
Museum, Military Museum, Faculty of Music Arts in Beograde, Belgrade Cuty Library, Insti-
tute for the Protection of Cultural Heritage of Serbia, Institute for the Protection of Cultural
Hertitage of the City of Belgrade as well as to the National Library of Serbia for the opportu-
nity to perform researches and for the exhibits provided for the exhibition.

At the same time, author wishes to thank PhD in Arts Mr. Nikola Radosavljevi¢ who was ex-
hibition designer as well as Ms. Mirjana Simoski, Mr. Bojan Arbutina and Mr. Du8an Zlokoli-
ca who were the organizers of the entire project.
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